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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To improve cleaning capacity by using such a cleaning blade, as a cleaning 
means for an image carrier, that the peak temperature of the loss factor of a rubber elastic 
material is equal to or less than a specific temperature. 

CONSTITUTION: Conditions to restore the creeping of a rubber elastic material relate to 
the peak temperature of the loss factor tan5 of the dynamic viscoelasticity data of the 
rubber elastic material; and durability becomes highest when the peak temperature of the 
tan5 is 0°C or below. Therefore, the cleaning blade 1 1 made of a rubber elastic material, 
such as polyurethane, whose peak temperature of tan5 comes to 0°C or below, is used 
as the cleaning means 10. Thus, the cleaning capacity in low temperature environment is 
improved in a device where color toner with a volumetric average grain diameter less than 
or equal to 9uxn is used. 
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